PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY
HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET

Survey #: P.G. #77-11 Building Date: 1860's

Buildiny Name: Nourse House

Location: 7001 Woodyard Road, Upper Marlboro, Maryland

Private/Residence/Occupied/Good/Inaccessible

Description

The Nourse House is a multi-section frame gable-roofed house. Its
main block is two-and-one-half-stories, with entrance in the third bay of
its three-bay main south facade. There are two interior chimneys, one in
each plane of the roof, at the west gable end. The main facade was
extended in length by one bay to the east, with a two-and-one-hal f-story
half-gable flounder addition. An additional two-and-one-half-story two-
bay-by-two-bay east wing is attached to the east gable end of the main
block. Across the south facade is a one-story, four-bay porch resting on
brick supports. A one-story rear porch with overhanging eaves and exposed
rafter ends is now fully enclosed and converted into kitchen space. The
exterior of the house is covered with plain horizontal board at first and
second level, and with brown lapped shingle at loft level. The cornice of
the main block is boxed; the east wing has overhanging eaves with exposed
rafter ends. The roof of the east wing is shingled with slate; all other
roof surfaces are covered with synthetic shingle.

Significance

The Nourse House at the Vineyard consists of a mid-nineteenth century
frame dwelling which has had numerous additions over the years. The
nucleus of the house is typical of rural domestic architecture of Civil War
period Prince George's county, with a side stairhall and double parlor
plan. It was built circa 1866 by William Nourse on 100 acres of property
which he purchased in that year. The Nourse family named their farm “The
Vineyard" and made it their home for four generations. In the 1890's, Anna
Nourse Meloy, brought her family to live at "The Vineyard". It is probably
at this time that the east wing was constructed, creating an additional
parlor with Victorian slate mantel. Anna Meloy's family maintained a farm
there into the twentieth century; subsequent changes included the flounder
addition, and the rebuilding of the kitchen into the rear “craftsman" style
porch. The property passed out of the Nourse-Meloy family in 1948 when
Anna Meloy's grandson sold The Vineyard to the present owners. The house
is an interesting composite: a substantial farm dwelling of the 1860's,
with late Victorian and early twentieth century “craftsman" style
additions.

Acreage: 100 acres




Maryland Historical Trust
State Historic Sites Inventory Form

Survey No.P.G. #77-11

Magi No.

DOE

yes no

1.

{indicate preferred name)

historic

Nourse House (The Vineyard)

and/or common

2. Location

street & number

7001 Woodyard Road

(Now on Rosemont Street)

{
)

—_not for publication

city, town Upper Marlboro ____ vicinity of congressional district 4
state Maryland county Prince George's
- - ]
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
___ district —_ public _X_ occupied —X_ agriculture —__ museum
__X building(s) _X__ private ____ unoccupied ___commercial ____park
— structure —both — work in progress — educational —X_ private residence
— site Public Acquisition Accessible —__ entertainment —_religious
— ___ object — inprocess —___vyes: restricted —___government ___ scientific
—— being considered —___yes: unrestricted —__ industrial — transportation
_X not applicable _A _no —_ military ____ other:

4- owner Of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name Frank M. Kearney

7008 Salisbury Road

street & number telephone no.:

Maumee

city, town

state and zip code Ohio 43537

S. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Prince George's County Courthouse liber 1072
street & number Main Street folio 494

clty, town Upper Marlboro, state MD. 20772

6. Representation in Existing =istorical surveys

title Prince George's County Inventory of Historic Sites

date 1974 — federal ____ state X_county —_ local
Jepository for survey records History Division, M-NCPPC

city, town Riverdale, state MD. 20737

—_— B e e — -



7. Description Survey No. P.G. #77-11

Condition Check one Check one

— excellent — deteriorated ___ unaltered X__ original site

X__good —_ruins X altered ___moved date of move
— fair ____ unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

The Nourse House is a multi-section frame gable-roofed house situated
at the end of a long farm lane in a rural wooded area. Its main block is
two-and-one-half-stories, ca. 32 by 24 feet, with entrance in the third bay
of its three-bay main south facade. There are two interior chimneys, one
in each plane of the roof, at the west gable end. The main facade was
extended in length by one bay to the east, with a two-and-one- half-story
half-gable (flounder) addition. An additional two-and-one-half- story two-
bay-by-two-bay east wing is attached to the east gable end of the main
block. This east wing has an interior chimney at the ridge at its east
gable end.

Across the south facade is a one-story, four-bay porch resting on
brick supports. A door in the second bay of the second story leads onto
the flat roof of the porch. The porch is now enclosed with screening. A
one-story rear porch spans the north elevation and has a shed roof with
overhanging eaves and exposed rafter ends. It is now fully enclosed and
converted into kitchen space.

The exterior of the house is covered with plain horizontalﬁxgzinted
white) at first and second level, and with brown lapped shingle at loft
level. The cornice of the main block is boxed, with no decoration; the
east wing has overhanging eaves with exposed rafter ends. The windows are
6/6 double-hung-sash and have plain board surrounds throughout. The roof
of the east wing is shingled with slate; all other roof surfaces are
covered with synthetic shingle. Foundations of the main block are of
brick, while that of the flounder addition and of the east wing are of
concrete. :

The interior plan of the main block consists of side stairhall and two
side parlors; the fireplaces of these two parlors have been closed.
Interior architraves of doors and windows feature heavy ovolo moldings.

The staircase has handsome turned newel and balusters. There is a
Victorian marbleized slate mantel in the east wing. The flounder addition
now houses a bathroom,

There are several outbuildings in the farm complex. To the east is a
large livestock barn with vertical board siding, ventilators at the ridge,
and a shed (stable) addition to the south. North of the house is a flat-
roofed concrete block shed. West of the house is a long flat-roofed con-
crete block stall, twelve bays long. Farther to the northwest is a small
gable-roofed hay barn standing on a concrete foundation.



8. Significance Survey No. P.G. #77-11

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

— prehistoric _____ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning ____ landscape architecture___ religion

— 1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic ____ conservation — law —___science

— 1500-1599 _____ agriculture _____economics ___literature __ sculpture

—1600-1699 _X_ architecture __ education —_ military __ social/

—1700-1799 __ art —___engineering —___ music humanitarian

_X_1800-1899 ___ commerce ___ exploration/settlement ___ philosophy —_ theater

1900~ —___ communications _ industry — politics/government ____ transportation
____ invention X__ other (specity)

Local Histary
Specific dates 1860's Builder/Architect

check: Applicable Criteria: _ A B _C _ D
and/or
Applicable Exception: _ A B C D E F G

Level of Significance: _ national _ state __ local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.

The Nourse House at the Vineyard consists of a mid-nineteenth century
frame dwelling which has had numerous additions over the years. The
nucleus of the house is typical of rural domestic architecture of Civil War
period Prince George's county, with a side stairhall and double parlor
plan. It was built circa 1866 by William Nourse of Washington, D.C., on
100 acres of property which he purchased in that year.] The Nourse
family renamed their farm "The Vineyard" and made it their home for four
generations.

. In the 1890's, Anna Nourse Meloy, daughter of William and Isabella
Nourse, brought her family to live at "The Vineyard". It is probably at
this time that the east wing was constructed, creating an additional parlor
with Victorian slate mantel, and bedroom space above. Anna Meloy's family
maintained a farm there into the twentieth century; subsequent changes
included the flounder addition which added a bathroom off the main stair-
hall, and the rebuilding of the kitchen into the (enclosed) rear one-story
"craftsman" style porch.?2

The property passed out of the Nourse-Meloy family in 1948 when Anna
Meloy's grandson sold the Vineyard to the present owners.3 For much of
the recent period the farm has been rental property.

The old meathouse which used to stand north of the house no longer
survives, but the old hay barn and the large livestock barn (with stable
attached) are still standing and functional. The whole complex is
secluded, and completely invisible from the local roads. Once accessible
from the north (by a lane from Dower House Road), it is now accessible only
by a long straight lane west from Woodyard Road. The house is an interest-
ing composite: a substantial farm dwelling of the 1860's, with late
Victorian and early twentieth century "craftsman" style additions.



9. Major Bibliographical References

Survgy NO.P.G. #77-11

Cf. Notes, Item #8
Cf. Chain of Title

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property _ 100 _acres
Quadrangle name ___Upper Marlboro, Sec. D

UTM References 4o NOT complete UTM references

Tax Map 108, parcel 64

Quadrangie scale
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Verbal boundary description and justification

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county

code

state code county

code

11. Form Prepared By

name’titie Susan G. Pearl, Research Historian

organization  Historic Preservation Commission

date September 1985

c¢/o County Planning Div., M-NCPPC
street & number 14741 Goy. Oden Bowie Drive

telephone 952-3521

city or town Upper Marlboro,

state MD . 20 77 2

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section

was officially created by
be found in the Annotated
181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of

individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust

Shaw House
21 State Circle

Annapolis, Maryland 21401

(301) 269-2438

PS-2746



PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY
HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET

Survey #: _P.G. #77-11 Building Date: 1860's

Buildiny Name: Nourse House

Location: 7001 Woodyard Road, Upper Marlboro, Maryland

Private/Residence/Occupied/Good/Inaccessible

Description

The Nourse House is a multi-section frame gable-roofed house. Its
main block is two-and-one-half-stories, with entrance in the third bay of
its three-bay main south facade. There are two interior chimneys, one in
each plane of the roof, at the west gable end. The main facade was
extended in length by one bay to the east, with a two-and-one-hal f-story
half-gable flounder addition. An additional two-and-one-half-story two-
bay-by-two-bay east wing is attached to the east gable end of the main
block. Across the south facade is a one-story, four-bay porch resting on
brick supports. A one-story rear porch with overhanging eaves and exposed
rafter ends is now fully enclosed and converted into kitchen space, The
exterior of the house is covered with plain horizontal board at first and °
second level, and with brown lapped shingle at loft level. The cornice of
the main block is boxed; the east wing has overhanging eaves with exposed
rafter ends. The roof of the east wing is shingled with slate; all other
roof surfaces are covered with synthetic shingle.

Significance

The Nourse House at the Vineyard consists of a mid-nineteenth century
frame dwelling which has had numerous additions over the years. The
nucleus of the house is typical of rural domestic architecture of Civil War
period Prince George's county, with a side stairhall and double parlor
plan. It was built circa 1866 by William Nourse on 100 acres of property
which he purchased in that year. The Nourse family named their farm “The
Vineyard" and made it their home for four generations. In the 1890's, Anna
Nourse Meloy, brought her family to live at "The Vineyard". It is probably
at this time that the east wing was constructed, creating an additional
parlor with Victorian slate mantel. Anna Meloy's family maintained a farm
there into the twentieth century; subsequent changes included the flounder
addition, and the rebuilding of the kitchen into the rear "craftsman" style
porch. The property passed out of the Nourse-Meloy family in 1948 when
Anna Meloy's grandson sold The Vineyard to the present owners. The house
is an interesting composite: a substantial farm dwelling of the 1860's,
with late Victorian and early twentieth century “craftsman" style
additions.

Acreage: 100 acres




Survey NofG 77 11

Maryland Historical Trust | Magi Ho.
State Historic Sites Inventory Form - DOE _yes _no

1. Name " ¢indicate preferred name)

historic Nourse House {The Vineyard)

and/or common

2. Location

strest & number 7001 Woodvard Road . — not for publication.
city, town Upper Marlboro — vicinity of congressional district 4
state Maryland county Prince George's
3. Classification
Category ‘Ownership _ Status Present Use
—. district —— public ~X_ occupied —X. agriculture — museum
_X_ building(s) X_ private —— unoccupied — commercial — pork
—structure ___both — Work ity progress —— educations! —X_ private residenc -
— Object — In process — YyOs: restricted — government — SClentific
—— being considered — yus: unrestricted — industrial —— transportation
_X_not applicable X no — military — Other:

Owner of Propeﬂy (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

neme Hexagon Developers, Inc:-
strest&number P.0. Box 471130 : ) ‘ telephone no.:
city, town forestville - - " state and zip code  Maryland 20747

5. Location of Legal Descﬂptlon

courthouss, registry of deeds, etc. Prince George's County Courthouse liber 1072
strest & number Main Street .- : folio 494
city, town: Upper Marlboro = ' state Maryland 20772

6. Representation in Existing =istorical Surveys

e Prince George's County Inventory of Historic Sites

date 1974 — federal ___state _X_county __ loca

depository for survey records  History Division, M-NCPPC

city, fown Riverdale otate Maryland 20737




7- Description Survey No. P.G. #77-11

Condition Check one Check one

— exceilent — deteriorated ____ unaitered X__ original site

X__good — ruins X __ aitered — _moved date of move
— fair —— unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

The Nourse House is a multi-section frame gable-roofed house situated
at the end of a long farm lane in a rural wooded area. Its main block is
two-and-one-half-stories, ca. 32 by 24 feet, with entrance in the third bay
of its three-bay main south facade. There are two interior chimneys, one
in each plane of the roof, at the west gable end. The main facade was
extended in length by one bay to the east, with a two-and-one- half-story
half-gable (flounder) addition. An additional two-and-one-half- story two-
bay-by-two-bay east wing is attached to the east gable end of the main
block. This east wing has an interior chimney at the ridge at its east
gable end.

Across the south facade is a one-story, four-bay porch resting on
brick supports. A door in the second bay of the second story leads onto
the flat roof of the porch. The porch is now enclosed with screening, A
one-story rear porch spans the north elevation and has a shed roof with
overhanging eaves and exposed rafter ends. It is now fully enclosed and
converted into kitchen space.

A

The exterior of the house is covered with plain horizontalfjbainted
white) at first and second level, and with brown lapped shingle at loft
level. The cornice of the main block is boxed, with no decoration; the
east wing has overhanging eaves with exposed rafter ends. The windows are
6/6 double-hung-sash and have plain board surrounds throughout. The roof
of the east wing is shingled with slate; all other roof surfaces are
covered with synthetic shingle. ' Foundations of the main block are of
brick, while that of the flounder addition and of the east wing are of
concrete. S ' :

The interior plan of the main block consists of side stairhall and two
side parlors; the fireplaces of these two parlors have been closed.
Interior architraves of doors and windows feature heavy ovolo moldings.

The staircase has handsome turned newel and balusters. There is a
Victorian marbleized slate mantel in the east wing. The flounder addition
now houses a bathroom.

There are several outbuildings in the farm complex. To the east is a
“large livestock barn with vertical board siding, ventilators at the ridge,
and a shed (stable) addition to the south. North of the house is a flat-
roofed concrete block shed. West of the house is a long flat-roofed con-
crete block stall, twelve bays long. Farther to the northwest is a small

gable-roofed hay. barm standing on a concrete foundation.




8. Significance Survey No.  P.G. #77-11

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

—— prehistoric __ archeology-prehistoric ___ community planning ___ landscape architecture religion

— - 1400-1499 ___ archeology-historic — conservation — law — science

—— 1500-1599 ___ agriculture —- economics — literature — - sculpture

—1600~1699 _X architecture — education — miiitary —__ soclal/

—1700-1799 _ art —— engineering — music humanitarian

X _1800-1899 ___ commerce — exploration/settiement ____ philosophy — theater

— 1900- — - communications — Industry — politics/government __ transportation
— Invention X__ other (specify)

Local History
Specific dates 1860's ' Buiider/Architect
check: Applicable Criteria: _ A _ B _C¢c _ D
and/or

Applicable Exception: __ A B C D E F G

Level of Significance: _ national __ state __local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.

The Nourse House at the Vineyard consists of a mid-nineteenth century
frame dwelling which has had numerous additions over the years. The
nucleus of the house is typical of rural domestic architecture of Civil War
period Prince George's county, with a side stairhall and double parlor
plan. It was built circa 1866 by William Nourse of Washington, D.C., on
100 acres of property which he purchased in that year.] The Nourse
family renamed their farm “The Vineyard" and made it their home for four
generations.

In the 1890's, Anna Nourse Meloy, daughter of William and Isabella
Nourse, brought her family to live at “The Vineyard“. It is probably at
this time that the east wing was constructed, creating an additional parlor
with Victorian slate mantel, and bedroom space above. Anna Meloy's family
maintained a farm there into the twentieth century; subsequent changes
included the flounder addition which added a bathroom off the main stair-
hall, and the rebuilding of the kitchen into the (enclosed) rear one-story
“craftsman* style porch.Z

The property passed out of the Nourse-Meloy family in 1948 when Anna
Meloy's grandson sold the Vineyard to the present owners.3 For much of
the recent period the farm has been rental property.

The old meathouse which used to stand north of the house no longer
survives, but the old hay barn and the large livestock barn (with stable
attached) are still standing and functional. The whole complex is
secluded, and completely invisible from the local roads. Once accessible
from the north (by a lane from Dower House Road), it is now accessible only
by a long straight lane west from Woodyard Road. The house is an interest-
ing composite: a substantial farm dwelling of the 1860's, with late
Victorian and early twentieth century "craftsman" style additions.




PG 77-11

#8. Continued

Notes

1 Prince Georye's County Land Records, HB #1:96.

2 Pprince George's County Land Records #4:403; Census for Prince George's
County, 1880, 1900; conversation with John A. Meloy, September 1985,

3 Prince George's County Land Records #1072:494.




9. Major Bibliographical References

Survey NO.P.G. #77-11

Cf. Notes, Item #8
Cf. Chain of Title

10. Geographical Data

Quadrangle name ___Upper Marlboro, Sec. D Quadrangle scale
UTM References (o NOT complete UTM references
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Verbal boundary description and justification

List ail states and counties for properties overiapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Susan G. Pearl, Research Historian

organizstion Historic Preservation Commission

date September 1985 | September 1988

c/o County Planning Div., M-NCPPC

street & number 14741 Goy. Oden Bowie Drive telephone  952-3521

city or town Upper Marlboro, state MD. 20772

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any 1nfr1ngement of

individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
Shaw House
21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438

PS-2746




#1072:494
28 Uct. 1948
Deed

#629:321
19 Dec. 1941
Deed

#4:403
26 Nov. 1901
Deed

HB #11:674
20 Nov. 1876
Deed

HB #1:96
1 Nov. 1866
Deed

FS #3:345
11 Jan. 1866
Deed

FS #3:341
20 Jan. 1866
Deed

Chain of Title

Nourse House (The Vineyard)
P.G. #77-11

John A. Meloy to Frank M. Kearney and Esther L.
Kearney, his wife, 100 acres, same land conveyed to
Meloy by #629:321.

Anna 1. Meloy, widow, to John A. Meloy, 10U acres.
Same land acquired by Meloy by #4:403.

Isabella L. Nourse, widow, to Anna I. Meloy, wife of
Samuel H. Meloy, 10U acres; same land acquired by
William and Isabella Nourse by HB# 11:674.

William B. Nourse and Rosa H. Nourse, his wife, to
William Nourse and Isabella, his wife, grantor's
interest in 100 acres of land called "the Vineyard."
Same land conveyed to William and Isabella Nourse and
William B. Nourse by HB#1:96.

William J. Niles and Susan H. Niles, his wife, to
William Nourse and Isabella L. Nourse, his wife, and
William B. Nourse, (son) 100 acres being the northerly
part of the land, (1/2 to William and Isabella, and 1/2
to William B.). Same land conveyed to Niles by
FS#3:345.

Thomas Talbert and Rebecca E. Talbert, his wife, to
William J. Niles, 605 acres called "Darnell's Delight,
Darnell's Last Addition" and "part of Buck Hill resur-
veyed." Same land conveyed to Talbert by (FS #3:341).

James. B. Belt, executor of Zaddock C. Chesley Estate
and Daniel S. Chesley, and James B. Chesley to Thomas
Talbert, 6U5 acres of land, same land conveyed to
Chesley by (AB #11:285).
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7. DESCRIPTION

(Cheack One) :
) Excallent [ Good L Foir {J Deteriorated [J Ruins (3 -Unexposed
(éheck One) {Check One)
K Altered [3J Unzitered [3 Moved B Uriginal Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT # <D ORIGINAL (/f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

CONDITION

The house is a two story, frame structure with double
internal chimneys on the west end. The facade was
originally three bays with the entrance in the east bay.
It is presently four bays, with.a bay added on the east
end. The.sheathing is clapboard with shingle gable ends.
To the east is a narrow, two story wing.

To the east of the house is a frame barn with lantern.
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#1072:494
28 Uct. 1948
Deed

#629:321
19 Dec. 1941
Deed

#4:403
26 Nov. 1901
Deed

HB #11:674
20 Nov. 1876
Deed

HB #1:96
1 Nov. 1866
Deed

FS #3:345
11 Jan. 1866
Deed

FS #3:341
20 Jan. 1866
Deed

Chain of Title

Nourse House (The Vineyard)
P.G. #77-11

John A, Meloy to Frank M. Kearney and Esther L.
Kearney, his wife, 100 acres, same land conveyed to
Meloy by #629:321.

Anna I. Meloy, widow, to John A. Meloy, 1UU acres.
Same land acquired by Meloy by #4:403.

Isabella L. Nourse, widow, to Anna I. Meloy, wife of
Samuel H. Meloy, 100 acres; same land acquired by
William and Isabella Nourse by HB# 11:674.

William B. Nourse and Rosa H. Nourse, his wife, to
William Nourse and Isabella, his wife, grantor's
interest in 100 acres of land called "the Vineyard."
Same land conveyed to William and Isabella Nourse and
William B. Nourse by HB#1:96.

William J. Niles and Susan H. Niles, his wife, to
William Nourse and Isabella L. Nourse, his wife, and
William B. Nourse, (son) 100 acres being the northerly
part of the land, (1/2 to William and Isabella, and 1/2
to William B.). Same land conveyed to Niles by
FS#3:345,

Thomas Talbert and Rebecca E. Talbert, his wife, to
William J. Niles, 605 acres called "Darnell's Delight,
Darnell's Last Addition" and “"part of Buck Hill resur-
veyed." Same land conveyed to Talbert by (FS #3:341).

James. B. Belt, executor of Zaddock C. Chesley Estate
and Daniel S. Chesley, and James B. Chesley to Thomas
Talbert, 605 acres of land, same land conveyed to
Chesley by (AB #11:285).
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P.G. #77-11

Nourse House

Prince George's County, MD.

Susan G. Pearl

Southwest 3/4 elevation

Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD.
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P.G.#77-11

Nourse House

Prince George's County, MD

Susan G. Pearl

April 1985

East elevation

Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD






P.G. #77-11

Nourse House

Prince George's County, MD.

Susan G. Pearl

April 1985

North elevation

Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD.






P.G. #77-11

Nourse House

Prince George's County, MD.

Susan G. Pearl

April 1985

View to northwest, barns

Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD.
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